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01Mar. J & K lords it over Karnataka, wins historic title 

    -               प                                     

 Qamran and Sahil hit unbeaten tons as the northern side bats out the final day without 
losing a wicket to clinch its maiden crown; southern outfit loses its second 
consecutive summit clash at home 

       औ                 श       ,                                              

         प   प              ;              घ  प                                     

 On a baking, early-summer afternoon at the KSCA Rajnagar Stadium here on Saturday, 
Jammu & Kashmir steamrolled Karnataka to win its maiden Ranji Trophy title. 

      र    य    KSCA               म       श               प   म     -        

           र  र      प                           य   

 As J & K went into day five a massive 477 runs in the green and with six second-innings 
wickets still intact, the result was seldom in question. 

  ब    -     प          म  477         ब   ब   और       प       छ            र       

  र ,      र  म  गभग  य        

Solid effort 

            

 Yet, the visitors refused to move, even by an inch, the foot they had had on Karnataka‘s 
neck since the start of the contest. 

   र भ  म  म     म    म   ब                         प                र  भ   म           

  य   

 Paras Dogra & Co. batted for 56 overs, added 156 runs and did not lose a wicket. 

 प         औ             56 ओ   ब  ब      , 156         और                ग   य   

 Karnataka‘s downfall was slow and painful, with little heed to its reputation as an eight-time 
champion. 

           प     म  और       य  र  ,  ब       ठ           प   र           

 Death by thousand cuts it truly was. 

      म  य      -                       

 In the time since Karnataka won its last title in 2014-15, Vidarbha has won thrice, 
Saurashtra twice, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh once each. 

  ब                      र      ब 2014-15 म      ,  ब                    ,                 , 

और                श      -           ब          

 With J & K now joining the list, the democratisation of Indian cricket is all but complete – 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir. 

  ब    -        भ       म                                       गभग   र     गय     – 

                      



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
 

The scores: 

               : 

 Jammu & Kashmir — 1st innings: 584. 

    -     — प    प   : 584   । 

 Karnataka — 1st innings: 293. 

        — प    प   : 293   । 

 Jammu & Kashmir — 2nd innings: Qamran Iqbal (not out) 160, Yawer Hassan b Prasidh 
1, Shubham Pundir c sub (Shrijith) b Vyshak 4, Paras Dogra b Prasidh 16, Abdul Samad 
c Vyshak b Shreyas 32, Sahil Lotra (not out) 101. 

    -     —       प   :             (     ) 160,                   1, श    प      

   (     )         श       4, प                  16,            श              

    32,            (     ) 101  

 Extras (b-17, lb-9, w-2): 28. 

      (   -17,        -9,     -2): 28। 

 Total (for four wkts. decl. in 113 overs): 342. 

     (          प  घ    , 113 ओ     ): 342। 

 Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-11, 3-72, 4-145. 

       प  : 1-6, 2-11, 3-72, 4-145। 

 Karnataka bowling: Vyshak 10-1-30-1, Prasidh 12-0-42-2, Vidyadhar 13-0-51-0, Shikhar 
31-10-50-0, Shreyas 36-13-84-1, Karun 7-2-21-0, Rahul 2-0-15-0, Mayank 2-0-23-0. 

               :   श   10-1-30-1,      12-0-42-2,        13-0-51-0,  श   31-10-50-0, 

     36-13-84-1,     7-2-21-0,      2-0-15-0,      2-0-23-0। 

 It was fitting that the men in the middle, when draw was called at 2:10 p.m. and J & K 
declared the champion, were Qamran Iqbal (160 n.o., 311b, 16x4, 3x6) and Sahil Lotra 
(101 n.o., 226b, 8x4, 3x6). 

 य    य          ब   प   2:10         घ        और    -           प   घ          

   ,  ब      र             (160      , 311    , 16     , 3 छ  ) और            (101 

     , 226    , 8     , 3 छ  ) म         

 Both were last-minute injury replacements for experienced opener Shubham Khajuria and 
young all-rounder Vanshaj Sharma. 

                 भ   ओ  र श            और य    ऑ -र    र   श  श                    

                       प      

 Qamran‘s was his second First Class ton and Sahil‘s his first. 

          य           -    श      और          य  प        

 J & K had an assembly line of heroes. 

    -            म              प               

Chastening experience 

  ठ         

 For Karnataka, it will be a chastening experience, for even a star-studded team couldn‘t 
stop the State from losing a second straight home final, albeit 16 years apart. 

               य      ठ           ग ,                          भ  र      घ  प         

              र           ब      , भ               ब   16             र    
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GS Paper 1: History 

TOPICS COVERED   01 March 2026 

01Mar Array of festivals to celebrate tribal arts, music, culture and commerce 

            ,      ,        औ                                    

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01Mar. Array of festivals to celebrate tribal arts, music, culture and commerce 

            ,      ,        औ                                           

 The Tribal Affairs Ministry on Saturday announced a slate of events to be held in March in 
the national capital to celebrate tribal culture and commerce. 

                             र                   म  म         र    य                 य  म      

                     ,                           औ               म         

 They include a tribes art fest, the Living Roots Music Festival, and the Bharat Tribes 
Fest, 2026. 

   म  Tribes Art Fest, Living Roots Music Festival और Bharat Tribes Fest, 2026    म      

 ―By bringing together art, music, enterprise development and strategic collaboration 
within one coordinated framework, the Ministry seeks to ensure that tribal communities are 
empowered participants in India‘s cultural and economic transformation,‖ Union Tribal 
Affairs Minister Jual Oram said at a press conference. 

 ―   ,      ,           औ                       म          म            र        

य           र                                               औ        प       म      

भ ग   र ब  ,‖                              ओ                    म       
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 He unveiled the logos for the festivals, noting that ―these programmes reaffirm the Centre‘s 
commitment to safeguarding tribal identity, strengthening livelihoods, expanding market 
access and positioning tribal heritage at the centre of India‘s inclusive growth narrative‖. 

                                र    य  और        ―य    य  म                            

 र     ,                    प        र    र  ,            म ब    र  ,       प       

    र  र   और                                श                   म         र      ‖ 

 The Tribes Art Fest will be held at the Travancore Palace art gallery in New Delhi from 
March 2 to 13, the Minister said, adding that it would bring together over 70 tribal artists and 
showcase over 1,000 artworks from 30 distinct tribal art forms from across the country. 

 म              Tribes Art Fest  ई                 प               म  2         13         

 य       य     ग ,    म  70                        भ ग   ग  और    भर    30    -

                श          1,000                               य     ग   

 This event will include ―curated walkthroughs, live painting demonstrations, illustrated 
talks, mentorship workshops, participatory sessions, and panel discussions,‖ a 
statement said. 

    बय   म      गय          य  म म  ―             ,      प        श  ,              , 

     शप     श     ,             औ  प        ‖    म     ग   

 The Living Roots Music Festival is scheduled to be held over two days in New Delhi from 
March 13 to 15, and will have daytime sessions at the Bikaner House and evening 
programmes at Kartavya Path. 

 Living Roots Music Festival  ई      म  13         15                  म   य       य  

   ग ,    म                         म  और श                  प   र    ग   

 This will be followed by the Bharat Tribes Fest 2026, a rebranded version of the Ministry‘s 
earlier Adi Mahotsav tribal product showcase, which will be held this year at Sunder 
Nursery from March 18 to 30. 

      ब   Bharat Tribes Fest 2026  य       ग ,    म    य                              

       श                    र    , और            18         30                     म  

 य       य     ग   

 The fest will feature a Tribal Business Conclave, which has been ―structured to promote 
tribal entrepreneurship and integrate tribal enterprises into domestic and global value 
chains‖. 

        म  Tribal Business Conclave भ    ग ,                        ब          और 

                 घ     औ                  ओ  म          र            र      य  गय      

 
 

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED   01 March 2026 

01Mar ‗Constitutional thinking has to start from home‘ 

‗                 श     घ               ‘ 
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01Mar. ‗Constitutional thinking has to start from home‘ 

‗                 श     घ               ‘ 

 Indians do not allow constitutional provisions to influence personal behaviour, says 
former Orissa HC Chief Justice at The Hindu Justice Unplugged 2026; change comes 
from social milieu, he adds. 

                            भ      र                                   म            , य  

ब   ओ  श    ई        प              श    The Hindu Justice Unplugged 2026 म     ; 

              ब             प    श            

 We are in a country where we do not allow the provisions of the Constitution to influence our 
personal behaviour, S. Muralidhar, former Chief Justice of the Orissa High Court and 
now a senior advocate of the Supreme Court, said at The Hindu Justice Unplugged on 
Saturday. 

 म         म           म                                             भ      र         म   

         , य  ब     .        ,    ओ  श    ई        प              श और  ब               

              ,         र    The Hindu Justice Unplugged म       

 In a conversation with Krishnadas Rajagopal, Legal Correspondent at The Hindu, the 
eminent jurist and author said change comes from the social milieu where you grow up in 
your houses, in your homes, while talking about how constitutional thinking has to start 
from home. 

The Hindu                               प      ब      म                 और         

       ब                प    श                         र   म  ब          , और           

              र                

 He said it was up to each young lawyer to make the best of the initial years of struggle. 

                              र   भ र  र                          घ                 म 

  य ग  र   

 SM: Law is very much in everyone‘s mind, imagination. 

    :        र            और      म  म         

 The amount of coverage of courts and lawyers in the last two decades has been 
phenomenal. 

          श    म          औ              र        र  र       

 After the advent of social media, everyone gets to see some video clip of some lawyer in 
action or judge in action. 

  श             गम     ब    र                   य        श      य                

  प           म        
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 I think there is a greater realisation that courts are playing, whether we want it or not, a very 
active role in people‘s life. 

म     ग          ब य        म  ब  र               ,       म      य      ,   ग           म  ब   

              भ  र       

 Almost every aspect of life in India is governed by some court order or some statute or 
some legal policy. 

                 गभग  र                     श,       य                र    य              

 So everybody is interested in knowing what‘s happening in the courts and with lawyers. 

       र     य        म      र                  और                     र       

 The one marked change I am finding, and this owes to the change in legal education, is the 
advent of the national law schools and products of the national law schools coming into 
the Bar. 

    म   ब        म      र     ,            श   म  ब          र    , य                

                गम  और              म    र       

 Of course, some have been fired by idealism and are very clear that they want to practice 
from day one. 

ब          ग   श           र     और य              प                  र             

 But there is this trend. 

      य               

 There is also a trend of the national law school products coming back into academia. 

                                           म                 भ      र       

 So, they are coming back to teach in the national law schools. 

                           म  प                   र       

 Of course, the divide does exist. 

ब    य         म         

 But overall I would think it is improving the quality in an indirect way, also among the Bench, 
because many of these young law students are interning with judges. 

           म   र य                    म      र  र र     , य             प      म  भ , 

                  छ         श                शप  र र       

 Many of them are law researchers for judges. 

  म              श               श           

 I know judges who are driven to perform better with many young minds around them. 

म            श                                                        ब   र        र          

   र           

 There is a whole building up of public opinion and driving lawyers and judges to get 
homosexuality decriminalised. 

          म                       औ        श                    प        र      

     म     र    य   

 Even the latest Sukanya Shanta judgment which invalidated many provisions of prison 
manuals which permitted segregation of prison on caste lines or allocation of duties to 
prisoners on caste lines. 

             श           भ     म                                 र    य  गय ,            

     प               य                          प         प         म            

 There are many young legal minds interacting with judges. 

                          श                 र र       

 Many of them I know within chambers questioning judges… 

  म              श                         र       

 I am not a pessimist. 

म      श               

 As you must have all realised by now. 

            ब     म          ग   

 I am this eternal optimist. 

म           श              

 And I think the better days are yet to come. 

और म     ग                    भ      ब        
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 KDR: On the one side there are new branches of law opening up like AI governance, on the 
other, courts are seeing more and more cases with a communal tinge. 

      :    ओर                         AI           र     ,    र  ओर         म           

         म म            ब  र       

 Do you believe that the ideals enshrined in the Constitution — equality, fraternity, dignity 
and right to life — have to be inculcated at a very young age, it has to evolve as a natural 
way of thinking? 

         ग                 म             —       ,      ,       औ                 

—    ब         म      य                  य           भ      र    ब     ? 

 SM: We have many law reform statutes which have not changed societal behaviour. 

    :  म र                                                              ब        

 I am prefacing my remarks with this because lawyers are products of society, right? 

म  य           र                 भ                        

 And judges are from among the lawyers. 

और       श भ         म                

 So, if you look at the entire spectrum of the legal system, unless you start very early in 
imbibing constitutional values, you are not going to be able to find that happen. 

य        र                         ब       ब                                 र       

      र  , य    भ         ग   

 It has to start at home. 

     श     घ                 

 You know, these things have happened for a long time. 

           , य         ब   मय         र       

 We are in a country where we do not allow the provisions of the Constitution to influence 
our personal behaviour. 

 म       श म           म                                             भ      र              

 Change comes from the social milieu where you grow up in your houses, in your homes. 

ब                प    श                        घ  म  ब            

 KDR: We have a mushrooming of law schools, different branches of law coming up. 

      :                          ब  र      और             -    श        म     र       

 Is the focus largely on corporate law, law as a money-spinner? 

       म            प            र   , य             प                  म   र? 

 Do you think that the human aspect of law, the litigant as a sufferer, is on the wane? 

         ग                         प   , य    प         ,  ब                  ? 

 SM: One can be pessimistic and say, therefore, the percentage of lawyers who stand up for 
the poor, who stand up for rights, is very small. 

    :         श         र                      और                                         

      ब    म     

 But I think the better way of looking at it is looking at the better examples in the present 
generation of lawyers. 

      म     ग         ब   र  र    य           म                                               

 Of cases and causes being taken up not for money, not for fame, but for belief in 
constitutional values. 

    म म   और म       प    य                    ब                   म             र            

    

 Look at Square Circle, it is so encouraging to see very young lawyers with complete 
commitment undertaking great risks in going to the prisons. 

Square Circle         , य  ब     र    य                         प                म     र ब   

          र       

 These young lawyers are visiting prisons in the most remote corners of our country. 

य             म र    श     ब                               र   र र       

 Talking to prisoners who are on death row, who are serving life sentence, getting out their 
stories… 

           य                       भ ग  र              ब    र र      और                 म   

   र       
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 Younger people are coming forward. 

          ग    र       

 It is not like a transformative change, but it is happening, and that is very encouraging. 

य                प              ,       य     र      और य  ब               

 KDR: There is a legend that you came to Delhi and you had function initially from a blue 
Maruti Omni van… 

      :                           और            म                ओ             म 

  य … 

 Is it tough to be a first generation lawyer? 

   प    प                        ? 

 SM: So, in Chinese whispers what was a white Maruti van has become blue. 

    : Chinese whispers म                               ब  ग   

 That is the only change. 

य     म             

 I come from a middle class family. 

म              प                 

 It is a privilege to be a law student in this country, particularly because you do not find a 
country as diverse as India. 

     श म           छ             श           ,     र                               श 

     और       म     

 Law helps you actually encounter society in ways that you will not encounter in other 
professions. 

                       र        म  म    र              प श   म    भ           

 It gives you an enormous opportunity to learn about your own society, to learn about the 
discriminatory practices in your society. 

य                    ब र  म  और   म  म           प       ओ     ब र  म           ब        

         

 When you are doing human rights work, when you are doing law and poverty work, you 
are also doing political work. 

 ब                     र      य        औ                  य   र     ,                     

भ   र र            

 You will have to find your way amidst all of this. 

         ब   ब                     ग   

 The good news is there is enough space for all of us. 

     बर य                    प             

 There is enough space for the idealist lawyer, for the hard working lawyer, for the 
corporate lawyer, they can all rub shoulders. 

  श          ,             और    प          —  भ          ग     और       -      म 

 र          

 KDR: Should laws be simplified? 

      :                   ब  य            ? 

 SM: Absolutely. 

    :  ब     

 Legal English is jargon-heavy. 

              म  ब             श               

 Litigants often know their case better than lawyers, but cannot articulate it in court 
language. 

          र                         ब   र         ,                       म           र 

      

 Much is lost in translation. 

       म  ब                   

 We must simplify statutes and judgments so litigants understand why they won or lost. 

 म          औ                 ब                         म                              
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GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED   01 March 2026 

01Mar Why is the NEP undergrad course in chaos? 

 NEP                                   ? 
 

 
 

01Mar. Why is the NEP undergrad course in chaos? 

 NEP                                   ? 

 What are the challenges? 

                ? 

 Why are both students and teachers struggling with the fourth year schedule? 

 छ   औ   श                     श                र     ? 

 Is there extra funding from UGC for the fourth year programme? 

                              UGC                    ? 

 What about infrastructure? 

                      ? 

 Why are there frequent changes in guidelines? 

   श     श         -                 र     ? 
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 What lies ahead? 

  ग                 ? 

 India‘s fledgling four-year undergraduate programme, recommended as part of the 
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, has reached a critical point, with the first students 
who opted for four-year degrees now in their final semester. 

                    -                ,              श        (NEP) 2020               

म      य  गय    ,  ब    प         र      गय    ,          -                               ब 

                  म      

 The roll-out has been chaotic, as students and faculty cope with changing guidelines, 
uncertainty regarding learning outcomes, and a severe shortage of infrastructure, 
funding, and faculty. 

        य   य         र            छ   औ   श           श     श  ,          प        

           , और         ,             श                        र       

What is the four year UG programme? 

    -                      ? 

 The NEP 2020 proposed a complete overhaul of higher education in India. 

 NEP 2020                श        र            प                  य   

 Among the changes recommended was an expansion of the country‘s traditional three-year 
bachelors degree structure into four years, aligned with global standards, with an 
expanded curriculum intended to focus on flexibility, interdisciplinary learning, exposure 
to research, and skill development. 

       ग  ब       म           र   र     -                                    ब        म  

  ,                            , और            र      म      प ,          श  , श   

         औ    श         र           

 Students would have multiple entry and exit options. 

                    श औ                ग   

 After one year, they could get a certificate; after two years, a diploma; after three years, a 
Bachelor‘s degree; and after four years, a Bachelor‘s degree with honours, or options 
such as honours with a research or entrepreneurship focus. 

           ब                     र        ;           ब         ;            ब            ; 

और   र        ब                        , य  श             प                       

     र          

 The University Grants Commission (UGC) issued its guidelines for this model, as part of 
its Curriculum and Credit Framework, in December 2022. 

                       (UGC)           2022 म       प     औ                       

      म     म             श     श   र       

 Earlier that year, however, several universities had already started rolling out four-year 
programmes from the 2022-23 academic year, as part of the implementation of NEP, 
including top central universities such as Delhi University, Aligarh Muslim University 
(AMU), and Ambedkar University. 

                                           2022-23 श                -                 र 

      ,    NEP      य   य            ,    म   म                                      , 

                      (AMU) औ                       म      

 There are thousands of students in these institutions now in their final semester of study. 

            म   ब    र   छ                     म      

 The Karnataka government also announced its own implementation of NEP, and launched 
four-year programmes across the State, in public and private institutions. 

                 भ  NEP           य   य              और   र      म         औ       

        म     -                     

 A year later, the Union government announced that 105 universities would enrol students 
into four-year programmes in 2023-24, including 19 central universities, 22 State 
universities, 18 State private universities, and over 40 deemed-to-be universities. 

        ब                            2023-24 म  105                       -              
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म         ग ,    म  19                , 22              , 18                    औ  40 

                          म      

What have been the challenges? 

                    ? 

 In Delhi University alone, 23,337 students are now in their fourth year, according to K. 
Ratnabali, Dean of Academic Affairs. 

                     म     23,337 छ    ब          म    , य       र  श                    

  .               

 About 13,000 of them have chosen to complete a dissertation or thesis, so that they can 
earn an honours with a research degree. 

   म      गभग 13,000 छ             श             र   र                                        

               र      

 The rest of the students will complete extra coursework in their fourth year, including skill-
based programmes, while a few hundred have opted for an entrepreneurship focus, or a 
translation or other academic projects. 

 ब                      म      र            र   र ग ,    म    श                   म    , 

 ब                         ,              श      प                   

 ―The four-year Undergraduate Programme in its current form represents a mockery,‖ says 
Maya John, an assistant professor at Jesus and Mary College, who is a member of DU‘s 
Academic Council. 

                                             ,    DU         प            भ    , 

              म       म     -                                  

 She says students are struggling with ―unreasonable research outcomes‖ dictated by the 
university authorities, including the requirement for Scopus-indexed journal publications 
and presentations in international or national conferences. 

                            श      र   य     ग  ―        श   प       ‖      र  छ   

       र र     ,    म    प -                 श  और                                       

             म      

 Dr. Ratnabali says this requirement has now been diluted, with the university willing to 
accept a paper presentation or submission, without actual publication. 

   .                    ब                               , और            ब      

प प               श      र  र        य र   , भ              श           

 Students, however, complain that the constant changes in guidelines from the university 
and college departments have often been contradictory and disconcerting. 

                 य   र                   औ                  र    श     श             

        र            औ  प  श             र       

 Students do not have sufficient training or access to proper materials for their fourth year of 
research, says Madhuri Sharma, who is part of the history faculty at Bharathi College. 

                                       श                                        श          

 य      श   य                प             

 She notes that undergraduates are not allowed research access to the Teen Murti library, 
the National Archives, or the National Museum, and have only restricted access even to 
DU‘s Central Reference Library. 

    ब                छ                         ,                                     म         

   म          , और DU                           भ          म           

 Moreover, teachers are also overloaded, and research supervision is not counted as part 
of their working hours, says Dr. Sharma. 

   .  म               श                        ब     और श   प                        

             म          

 ―At AMU, over 90% of students stayed on for the fourth year in many subjects, leading to 
immense pressure on faculty and infrastructure,‖ says Aftab Alam, a member of the 
Academic Council at AMU. 
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 AMU            प                              र       य   म  90%         छ   

                   ,        श     औ            र भ र   ब        

 ―For science programmes, we simply do not have the requisite lab facilities to support 
undergraduate research.‖ 

                                          श       म     र         य        श             

         

 Faculty are continuously appealing for infrastructure and additional teachers, but there is 
no extra funding from UGC. 

       ग   र          औ          श        म  ग  र र     ,       UGC      ई        

                

 ―The fourth year programme is an additional burden to both the student and the 
exchequer, simply to ape a western model,‖ says Navneet Sharma, an education 
professor at the Central University of HiMarhal Pradesh. 

           श                     श                श                               

     प                  र          छ   औ                     प                 

 There is a commercial impetus from private universities, who simply want to get one 
more year of fees. 

                     ओर    भ                                                       

     र             

 He was also a member of the Karnataka State Education Policy task force that 
recommended a return to the traditional three-year degree programme in the State from 
2024-2025 onwards. 

                श                        भ           2024-2025           प   प       -

                  र               र      

 ―Keeping a four-year degree programme would potentially reduce access to 
undergraduate education for the poor and socially disadvantaged groups, such as 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, women and students from rural areas,‖ the 
Karnataka Education Department said in its order. 

         श                      म            -                 ब    र            औ  

         प                ,                   ,                ,         औ        छ  , 

             श      प                   

 What changes may help the next batch? 

                                            ? 

 Dr. Alam suggested that UGC take feedback from faculty and students in the trenches of 
the four-year programme to adapt its guidelines to ground realities. 

   .                य     UGC       -            म    म  र र    श     औ  छ        

          र        श     श             प                                 

 Dr. Ratnabali agrees that more infrastructure, especially laboratories, are needed to make 
the four-year programme a success. 

   .          म           -                   ब                         ,       र 

    श   ओ ,               

 She recommends that colleges apply for a HEFA (Higher Education Financing Agency) 
loan from the government before the start of the next academic year, and also seek 
funding from research agencies. 

                य          श                                      HEFA (Higher Education 

Financing Agency) ऋ                र         और श                      भ       र   
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01Mar. Chronicles of a war foretold  

प                             

 The rivalry between the two countries that goes back to the 1979 revolution has escalated 
into a full-blown war, shaking entire West Asia. 
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                ब   1979                               ब प        म  ब   ग    ,         र  प    

  श   म       म  ग      

 In July 1977, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the Shah of Iran, sent Lt. Gen. Hassan 
Toufanian, his Deputy Minister of War and Armaments, to Israel to hold secret talks with 
the newly formed Likud government of Menachem Begin. 

     ई 1977 म  ई       श             प                 औ               प             

                            भ                                ब                  ग   

       र      

 Three months earlier, the Shah had signed six ‗oil for arms‘ contracts with Shimon Peres, 
the acting Prime Minister in the previous interim government. 

     म          श                रम  र  र                       श    प               ‗    

              ‘                

 One of the contracts, code-named ‗Flower‘, sought Israel to modify its advanced surface-to-
surface missiles and sell them to Iran. 

   म         म    ,             म ‗    ‘   , म                                प      

                               र ई       ब        म  ग    ग      

 Gen. Toufanian‘s mission was to ensure that the change of government in Israel would 
not affect the deal. 

                   म   य           र                         प           म        

 भ        र   

 He met Maj. Gen. Ezer Weizman, Defence Minister in the Begin government, and both of 
them agreed to build a military co-production line — Israel was to provide the technical 
know-how and Iran the finances and test sites. 

                                                         म          और                -

           ब      र   म        —                     ग  और ई        और  र       

      र  ग   

 As part of it, Israel promised to supply Iran with ballistic surface-to-surface missiles with a 
range of 700 km that could carry nuclear warheads, writes journalist Ronen Bergman in his 
book, The Secret War with Iran. 

                    ई       700                          -  -                         

  य     प                           ,         र                                           

ई    म           

 But within two years, the relationship had turned upside down. 

                 भ  र    य    ब   प                 

 The Shah was toppled by nationwide protests. 

 श        श  प          श                     य   

 Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, a leading Shia cleric, arrived in Tehran in February 1979 
from exile in Paris. 

  म    श                                       1979 म  प                 म    र        

       

 Shia Islamists, under Khomeini‘s leadership, took over the reins of the country and turned 
it into an Islamic Republic — a semidemocratic, theocratic state. 

                 म   श                म     और                     —    -

         ,               म  ब     य   

 The new Iran declared ―liberation of Jerusalem‖ one of its key objectives. 

    ई       ―  श          ‖          म          म     म    य   

 At the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, 66 Americans, including diplomats and civilian personnel, 
were taken hostage by revolutionaries. 

                            म  66           ,    म  र    य  और   ग र   म   र     म    ,    

        रय           ब     य   

 For revolutionary Iran, America, which had orchestrated the 1953 coup against nationalist 
Prime Minister Mohammed Mossaddegh and had been the principal backer of the Shah, 
was the ―great Satan‖, while Israel, the occupier of Palestine, was the ―little Satan‖. 

        र  ई                  ,       1953                                      प   
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 र य     और श      म    म      , ―     श    ‖   ,  ब           प                

       ―छ    श    ‖ म    गय   

 The revolution did not just transform Iran; it was also a geopolitical earthquake. 

 य             ई               ब   ; य                    प भ      

 If the Shah‘s Iran had been one of the pillars of the U.S.-Israel alliance, Khomeini‘s Iran 
emerged as this alliance‘s top nemesis. 

 य   श      ई           -        ठ             भ   ,              ई       ग ब       

         श   ब  र  भर   

 Forty-seven years later, that enmity has escalated into a full-blown war, with Israel and the 
U.S. launching air strikes in Iran and Tehran retaliating against Israel and American bases 
in the region. 

             ब   य        प        म  ब   ग    ,    म         और            ई          ई 

         और                          म           ठ       र    ब    र         

A new rival —                

 The Islamic Republic was born in a region that was already witnessing new currents in 
Arab-Israeli relations. 

                      म                             -               म     ब             र   

    

 In 1978, Egypt became the first Arab country to recognise Israel, in return for the Sinai 
Peninsula which Israel had seized in the 1967 War. 

 1978 म                                प          श ब  , ब    म          ई      प  म   

     1967        म    र            र   य      

 Arab countries, though still supportive of the Palestinian cause, were moving away from the 
phase of confrontation with Israel. 

  रब    ,          भ  भ                    म     र र     ,                             

          र       र    र       

 For Shia revolutionary Iran, its support for Palestine was not only a religious duty but also 
a practical foreign policy move aimed at winning over the Muslim world, bridging the Shia-
Sunni divide. 

  श             ई                                                  ब            

    श          भ                                        म   र   और  श  -            

             

 Israel, which established conventional deterrence against Arab countries in the region, saw 
a new enemy emerging. 

       ,           म   रब                प   प                           ,  ब       

         भर          र       

 The rivalry between Israel and Iran has shaped West Asia‘s geopolitics ever since. 

  ब           औ  ई                    प      श        -              र   य      

 (य              म  प                                     प                   ,       य  ब   

  ब     और      र म    र                       म             ) 
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01Mar. How 
will a rare 
earth MoU 
with Brazil 
help India? 

              

         MoU 

             

         ? 

 Why is 
India trying to 
build capacity at 
home across the 
rare earths and 
critical minerals 
value chain? 

               

औ         

              

         श         

         

               

   शश        

  ? 

 India and 
Brazil signed a 
memorandum of 
understanding 
(MoU) on rare 
earths and 
critical minerals 
during President 
Lula da Silva‘s 
state visit to 
India on 
February 21. 

      औ        

   21          

    प           

             

          र        

    और        

       र 

         प  

(MoU)  र     र 

     

 The joint 
statement said 
the two countries 
want to work 

together across the  full mineral ―value chain‖ and that the understanding includes 
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exploration, mining, processing, recycling, and refining. 

            म      गय                           र  ―        ‖ म        म  र            और    

 म  म       ,    ,       , प       औ  प  श       म      

 The statement also said the aim is to strengthen supply chains and competitiveness. 

 बय   म  य  भ      गय             ई                   और                       

What is India doing about critical minerals? 

                                          ? 

 India is currently trying to build capacity at home across the critical minerals value chain 
and to reduce dependence on any one country by building more overseas partnerships 
for minerals and processing. 

 भ र     म   म                           म  घ                      और            

    र                  श              ब   र           श प                           

 र र       

 On the domestic front, the Union Cabinet approved the National Critical Mineral Mission 
in January 2025 to cover all stages of the value chain, including exploration, mining, 
beneficiation, processing, and recovery from end-of-life products. 

 घ        प ,                         2025 म    श                  श     म   र          

             भ   र         र   य        ,    म       ,    ,          श ,        औ  

    -               प           म      

 It is meant to run from 2024-25 to 2030-31 with substantial public expenditure. 

     2024-25    2030-31             य        और   म   य                  ग   

 India also published a list of 30 critical minerals in July 2023 and has used the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act 2023 to give the Centre more 
power to auction blocks for critical and strategic minerals. 

 भ र         ई 2023 म  30                      भ            और Mines and Minerals 

(Development and Regulation) Amendment Act 2023      य ग  र                 औ  

                                                      

 By September 2025, the Ministry of Mines said it had run multiple rounds of such 
auctions covering several blocks. 

        2025                                   ई                            ई       

     र  र       

 Further, the state-backed vehicle Khanij Bidesh India Ltd. is currently exploring overseas 
acquisitions and signing exploration arrangements, including in Argentina and Chile. 

           ,                           श                   म   म      श              

     र र      और               र र     ,    म          औ       भ     म      

 India has also used changes in customs duty to reduce the cost of importing inputs that it 
doesn‘t have enough of at home. 

 भ र              म  ब          य ग  र        प                                    

 र     र  र  य                    

 Finally, the Indian government is also pushing late-stage manufacturing. 

                                             भ  ब        र       

 According to Union Minister for Mines G. Kishan Reddy, India aims to begin domestic 
production of rare earth permanent magnets by the end of 2026 under a government-
backed programme, with the stated goal of cutting import dependence in sectors like 
electric vehicles and defence. 

                  .   श               र, भ र                              2026        

                          घ                र         र      ,                     औ  

               म                             

What does the MoU mean for India? 

    MoU                             ? 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
9

 

 In India‘s official briefing, Secretary (East) P. Kumaran said President Lula spoke of 
Brazil‘s ―substantial‖ reserves of which only about 30% had been explored and that Brazil 
would value India as a partner to explore and process them. 

                         म          (ई ) प .                      प                    

―प    ‖                 य ,    म           गभग 30%                  , और           

      और         र                                म  म     ग   

 Associated Press reported that the MoU is non-binding. 

                  ब  य     य  MoU    -            

 Among other things, the agreement will increase India‘s bargaining power. 

    ब             , य   म                            ब   ग   

 If India had only one or two realistic sources of these materials, sellers would know India 
can‘t walk away from their terms even if they were exorbitant. 

 य   भ र              म  य                                   ,                    भ र  

     श      प छ              , भ                        

 Now, however, India can say ―we can source from Brazil‖, which will affect sellers‘ 
incentives. 

  ब,        , भ र             ―                                 ‖,             ओ     

               भ       ग   

 The MoU also signals to companies that their inputs won‘t be disrupted by export 
controls or geopolitical shocks, encouraging them to invest more. 

 य  MoU   प                                 प                        -                  

ब             ग ,                   श                        ग   

 Likewise if India and Brazil get on the same page vis-à-vis environmental and other 
standards, India can more easily sell finished products into markets that increasingly 
demand proof about where materials were sourced from. 

        र य        औ        प         औ             र   म         ,    भ र     ब   र   

म                                  ग     य   म   म  ग                            ई     

Does the MoU intersect with Pax Silica? 

       MoU Pax Silica            ? 

 Pax Silica is a U.S.-led initiative that brings together partner countries; India joined it on 
February 20. 

 Pax Silica           -           प                   श                    ;      20       

        श         

 It‘s meant to make the ―silicon stack‖ — the system that starts with raw materials and runs 
through factories and equipment, all the way to modern computing, including data 
centres and AI hardware — more secure. 

           ―           ‖                ब        — य                                

   र          औ   प         ग  र      और                ,    म            औ    ई 

            म    ,             

 Plainly speaking, Pax Silica sets out a general goal in the form of securing supply chains 
for the U.S. and its partner countries. 

  र       म , Pax Silica                 औ                 श             ई        

                

 The bilateral MoU, signed the next day, could help with one part of that goal, which is to 
access, and possibly process, certain minerals. 

  ग            र    प    MoU                  म  म    र        ,      छ           

प    औ                                 

 However, the MoU doesn‘t make Brazil a Pax Silica member. 

        , य  MoU          Pax Silica                    

What will the MoU do for Brazil? 

    MoU                      ? 
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 According to the U.S. Geological Survey, Brazil has 21 million tonnes of rare earth-oxide 
equivalent, 2.7 billion tonnes of bauxite, 270 million tonnes of manganese, and 0.4 
million tonnes of lithium. 

   .  .                        र              21                   -           , 

2.7              , 270                 , और 0.4                      

 From Brazil‘s point of view, the MoU could be a way to turn this mineral wealth into more 
value for its industry. 

                   , य  MoU           प                                म  ब        

    र                

 Specifically, it could help Brazil attract Indian capital into Brazilian projects, which can 
make new mines and processing plants easier to finance. 

            , य                  प                 म  म    र        ,        ई        

औ                              र          ग   

 It also gives Brazil a large market that can sign long-term purchase contracts so that 
projects are not built on speculation. 

 य                        भ               घ                    र                रय       

         प                

 The MoU covers exploration, mining, processing, recycling, and refining, all of which 
also suits Brazil‘s goal to move up the value chain rather than just explore raw ores, and 
will strengthen Brazil‘s negotiating position too. 

 य  MoU      ,    ,       , प       औ  प  श         र  र     ,                  

       ऊप                         ,                             म  र       ब  य, और 

य                           भ  म ब    र ग   
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01Mar. Where does the India-U.S. trade deal stand? 

     -          प                        ? 

 After the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the tariffs imposed by Donald Trump on 
countries across the world, how did the American President react? 

  ब                                प   र      य  भर           र  ग   ग           र   र   य ,    

            प                य    ? 

 Will reciprocal tariffs be removed? 

    प                         ग ? 

 Why does a 50% tariff on aluminium and steel imports continue? 

           औ           प  50%             र    ? 

 February was an eventful month for India-U.S. trade relations. 

          म         -          प                           र    
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 The two countries announced an impending interim agreement on trade, the U.S. Supreme 
Court overturned President Donald Trump‘s tariffs, the Indian negotiating team 
indefinitely postponed its visit to Washington, and Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal 
hosted U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick in New Delhi. 

                     भ              प                     ,                           प   

         प             र   र   य ,                       श             य                 

      ग   र   , और            प                                                 ई 

     म  म  ब        

 All of this has raised the question: what happens to the trade deal and U.S. tariffs? 

     भ      ओ     य          र   य          प          औ                        ग ? 

What did the U.S. Supreme Court say? 

                             ? 

 Mr. Trump implemented most of his tariffs on other countries, including on India, using the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977. 

    प    1977          श                    प             य ग  र                  श   

 र                      ग       

 The U.S. Supreme Court on February 20 struck down the tariffs implemented under this law. 

 20                                                 ग   ग           र   र   य   

 It said that the U.S. President would need congressional approval before levying tariffs 
under these laws. 

                            प                           र   ग                                  

  ग   

 For most countries, this involved the removal of the ‗reciprocal tariffs‘ Mr. Trump had 
imposed on them since mid-2025. 

                           म  ब ‗प            ‘                   प      -2025        र 

 ग       

 Mr. Trump had on February 6 removed the 25% penal tariffs he had imposed on India for 
its import of Russian oil. 

 6             प                         र        र  ग   ग  25%                     

  य      

 This had brought India‘s total tariff down from 50% to 25%. 

                        50%    घ    25% र  गय   

 As per the joint statement issued by the two countries, the remaining 25% reciprocal tariffs 
would be reduced to 18% under the interim agreement. 

               र    र                     र     25% प                                     

18%       य           

 However, before this could be done by the U.S., its Supreme Court struck down the tariffs. 

        ,                           र     ,                       र     र   र   य   

What was the Trump administration‘s reaction? 

    प  श                    ? 

 Mr. Trump lashed out at the Supreme Court in several social media posts and speeches. 

    प         श         प   औ         म                               

 Also expectedly, he resorted to other laws under which he could impose tariffs on other 
countries. 

               ,                         र    य                         र        ग           

 As of now, this stands at a flat 10% tariff on all imports for a period of 150 days starting 
January 24. 

    म   म  य  24          150               भ   य      र 10%                   

 However, Mr. Trump has said he will raise this to the maximum permissible limit of 15%. 

            प                     ब   र                    15%     र ग   
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 That has not happened yet. 

 य   भ                 

 Several other tariffs that the U.S. has imposed over the last year or so remain in place. 

              म            र   ग   ग               भ  भ    ग      

 These include a 50% tariff on aluminium and steel imports, and country-specific tariffs 
on items valued at less than $800. 

   म            औ           प  50%       और $800                 ओ  प    श-

   श           म      

 Both continue to impact India since steel and aluminium form a substantial portion of 
India‘s exports to the U.S., and India‘s MSMEs used to leverage e-commerce platforms 
and avail of the tariff exemption on items below $800. 

 य                 भ      र                औ                                         ब   

       , और         MSMEs ई-                   य ग  र   $800          ओ  प        

छ        भ          

 The U.S. on February 24 imposed a 126% tariff on the import of solar modules from India 
after a ‗preliminary‘ finding that subsidised exports from India were hurting U.S. solar 
firms. 

 24                                                र 126%        ग    य ,          

              म      गय                                             प                

      र       

What about the impact on other trade deals? 

      प           प               प    ? 

 The European Union, which has already signed a trade deal with the U.S., was very vocal 
about what it expected following the Supreme Court judgment. 

     प     घ,                                प            य    ,                        ब   

          ओ        र      म  र     

 ―The European Commission requests full clarity on the steps the U.S. intends to take 
following the recent Supreme Court ruling on the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (IEEPA),‖ the Commission said in a statement. 

     प                   म     , ― म       श                    प        (IEEPA)  र 

                              ब             र                   म    र प                  ‖ 

 ―The current situation is not conducive to delivering ‗fair, balanced, and mutually beneficial‘ 
transatlantic trade and investment, as agreed to by both sides and spelled out in the EU-
U.S. Joint Statement of August 2025.‖ 

 ―   म        ‗    ,         औ  प        प           ‘                 प   औ      श 

                     ,                         म         और     2025    EU-U.S.            म  

       य  गय     ‖ 

 Japanese officials, too, were vocal about the deal, saying that since Japan‘s deal with the 
U.S. focussed on automobile tariffs that were not affected by the Supreme Court 
judgment, they were not keen to revisit the deal. 

   प                  भ                          प             म                   

       र                                     भ            ,           म              म       

              

 The Australian trade minister said that the U.S. must honour the free trade agreement 
signed between the two countries and allow duty-free imports of Australian goods into the 
U.S., since Australia was holding up its end by allowing duty-free imports of U.S. goods. 

               प                                            ब            प             

      र         और         ई    ओ                श  -               म             , 

               भ             ओ     श  -               म      र       

How has India reacted? 

                           ? 
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 In various interviews and press conferences, Mr. Goyal had said the interim agreement 
was set to be formally signed by the middle of March, and could be implemented by early 
April. 

    भ            औ             म  प                                      र            

   औ    र            र                और             श          ग    य              

 These statements, however, were made before the Supreme Court‘s ruling. 

         य  बय                                   ग      

 In response to the ruling, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry issued a relatively 
anodyne statement compared to statements made by other countries and groupings. 

             ब म        औ                                   म                        र  

  य   

 ―We have noted the U.S. Supreme Court judgment on tariffs yesterday,‖ the statement 
said, adding, ―President Trump has also addressed a press conference in that regard. 

 बय   म      गय , ― म            प                               र       य    ,‖ और     , 

―    प      प    भ       ब   म                   ‖ 

 Some steps have been announced by the U.S. Administration. 

          श      र                        ग      

 We are studying all these developments for their implications.‖ 

  म     भ  घ                       य   र र      ‖ 

 The Indian team was meant to be in Washington on February 23-25 to finalise the 
contours of the interim agreement so that it could be signed in mid-March. 

              23-25             श     म                    प            म            

                म      र     र         

 While not mentioning the deal in the official statement, sources in India‘s Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry said that ―the two sides are of the view that the proposed visit of 
the Indian chief negotiator and the team be scheduled after each side has had the time to 
evaluate the latest developments and its implications‖. 

                       म   म                    य  गय ,                     औ       

                          ―              म                               औ                

य     ब  य         ब                 घ      औ                 म        र    ‖ 

 In other words, the visit to the U.S. was postponed indefinitely. 

    र       म ,                                        र    ग   

 However, on the other hand, Mr. Goyal hosted both Mr. Lutnick and U.S. Ambassador to 
India Sergio Gor in New Delhi on February 26 for what turned out to be a ―fruitful‖ 
meeting, in Mr. Goyal‘s words. 

            र  ओर प             26           ई      म               और                 

                     म  ब      ,      ग य          म  ―      ‖   ठ  ब  य  गय   

 A new date for an official meeting of negotiators is yet to be announced. 

                          ठ                   भ                ग      

 At the moment, a deal is more important to the U.S. than India because India can reduce its 
tariffs on U.S. goods only once a deal is signed. 

    म   म                                                 प                       

 म             ब                 ओ  प   प             र          

 At the same time, the U.S. tariff threat that had been looming over issues like Russian oil 
and buying more U.S. goods has been removed for the time being. 

                और                                म      र म  र  र                    

               गय      

Has the U.S. changed its stance? 

                प             ? 

 Regarding trade deals, the Trump Administration has been clear: nothing changes. 

   प                ब   म     प  श               :   छ              

 Mr. Trump warned countries that he had signed deals with to honour them and not ―play 
games‖, or risk facing higher tariffs. 
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    प                                                                       र  और ―          ‖, 

                       म    र               

 ―Any Country that wants to ‗play games‘ with the ridiculous supreme court decision, 
especially those that have ‗Ripped Off‘ the U.S.A. for years, and even decades, will be met 
with a much higher Tariff, and worse, than that which they just recently agreed to [sic],‖ he 
said in a post on Truth Social. 

              श   र     म     , ―    भ    श                                     ‗         ‘ 

          र ग ,       र                और                            ठ   ,            म  

  म     र     भ                       म    र      ग  ‖ 

 He followed this up with: ―As President, I do not have to go back to Congress to get approval 
of Tariffs. 

      ब             , ―    प         म  म           ग                                      

               ‖ 

 It has already been gotten, in many forms, a long time ago! 

 य  ब                   म        य            ! 

 They were also just reaffirmed by the ridiculous and poorly crafted supreme court 
decision!‖ 

            म        औ                                            र  भ  प    प       ग    !‖ 

 Mr. Lutnick, too, spoke about how nothing has changed from the U.S. point of view and 
that it expects other countries to honour their commitments. 

           भ                                छ              और                 प   

       ओ     प                   र       

 ―I‘ve been telling them [the U.S.‘ trade partners] for a year whether we won or lost, we were 
going to have tariffs,‖ Mr. Lutnick said in a TV interview. 

                 म               , ―म                [             प               ] ब   र   

            म      य    र ,         ग     ग  ‖ 

 ―The President‘s policy was going to continue. 

 ―    प             र  र             

 That‘s why they signed these deals, even while the litigation was pending… 

       र         य            ,  ब               भ     र     … 

 We want them to understand that these deals are going to be good deals. 

  म                 म      य                       ब     ग   

 We expect to stand by them. 

  म                           र       

 We expect our partners to stand by them.‖ 

  म                           प                   र      ‖ 
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01Mar. ‗Most Indian states are keen to 
explore growth in orange economy‘ 

 ‗      श                            

                ओ        श           

  ‘ 

 India‘s animation, visual effects, gaming, 
and comics-extended reality (AVGCXR) sector, 
an integral part of the country‘s upcoming Orange 
Economy, is preparing to take full advantage of the 
employment and economic growth potential it 
promises, according to Ashish Kulkarni, Director, 
Indian Institute of Creative Technologies (IICT). 

 भ र          श ,              ,        औ  

     -                (AVGCXR)    ,           

 भर                      म              ,      

  र           ग         औ                 

       ओ       र    भ            य र   र र     ,     

  श        ,       ,                   

                 (IICT)         

 The sector is expected to create over 20 
lakh jobs by 2030. 

           2030    20                           

                 

 Growing at 35% annually, the size of the 
industry is projected to cross $26 billion in the 
next five years, from over $3 billion currently. 

 35%                   ,               र    म   

   3             ब  र  ग   प           26     

                        म       

 The whole country is getting ready to cash in 
on this upcoming orange economy opportunity, 
which is currently in a sunrise phase, like 
information technology was over 30 years ago, 
said Mr. Kulkarni. 

   र          भर                             भ 

           य र   र र     ,     भ             म    , 

                                ( ई  )  गभग 30 

    प      ,                    

 IICT, a government-backed institution, is 
modeled on IITs and IIMs to offer high-end 
training, research, and industry partnerships for 
AVGC-XR. 

 IICT,                      ,    IITs औ  IIMs    

म     र ब  य  गय          AVGC-XR           

       श  ,          औ                     

           

 ―Karnataka is the first to introduce a policy 
for the AVGC sector and it recently released 3.0 

version of it, indicating its lead. 

 ―       AVGC                      र        प    र      और        म            3.0 

        र    य    ,                                   

 Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan are the 
States that have active AVGC-XR policies now, Mr. Kulkarni said. 
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       ,        ,         ,     ,       श औ                                म   म       

AVGC-XR           ,                    

 Similar policies which are under the Cabinet approval right now are of Haryana, Punjab, 
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, West Bengal, Orissa, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and Andhra 
Pradesh. 

      र            ,     भ                              ,        , प    ,     ,        श, 

   , प         , ओ  श ,         ,        औ         श        

 He further said, ―We have initiated talks with Sikkim, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura, and 
Jammu and Kashmir right now. 

         ग     , ― म    भ       ,   घ   ,        ,   प    औ     -                   

           

 The CM of J&K recently visited IICT to understand the scope of things and he is very keen 
to work on an AVGC-XR policy.‖ 

        म     -                   IICT      र    य              ओ            म      और 

   AVGC-XR       र   म  र          ब           ‖ 

 According to Priyank Kharge, Karnataka‘s IT Minister, a complete ecosystem, comprising 
technology platforms, investor community and skilling, is getting ready currently to 
unleash the huge growth potential the AVGC-XR sector offers. 

            ई                           र,                 ,     श         औ    श  

          म  र ब        र             म   म    य र    र           AVGC-XR       र       

                                    गर   य          

 ―Karnataka is the country‘s pioneer in the AVGC-XR space. 

 ―       AVGC-XR     म               (प      )     

 Over a decade ago itself we introduced the country‘s first AVGC policy and at the end of 
last year we unveiled the third update of the policy stating our preparedness to grow this 
industry to the maximum to create true global jobs for our young people,‖ he said. 

  गभग     श  प        म          प    AVGC                और  पछ              म   म   

                          य ,                    म ब     और  म र      ओ         

                            र       म र    य र              ,‖             

 Mr. Kharge was speaking on the sidelines of GAFX 2026, the state‘s annual AVGC-XR 
exposition that brought together the who‘s who from the film and creative industries from 
across the world. 

      GAFX 2026              र ब   र     ,    र             AVGC-XR   श             , 

   म      य  भर        औ                    म     ग    म      

 Mr. Kulkarni said talent was the critical piece for the industry to work on and develop, 
especially because India never had creative arts and sports learning in school 
curriculums. 

                              ग                  ब      प         ,     र             

     म      प       म   भ             औ       श      म       र    
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01Mar Radio whistles are first clear sign of Mars lightning 

                    प           प                
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            छ                       प         ,               श        

               

01Mar The Inverse Law of AI: how capital rises as responsibility falls 
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      ई          प    प                ? 
 
 

01Mar. Centre suspends rice fortification 
scheme; activists back move 

                      श                  ; 

        ओ                         

 As the Union Food Ministry decided to 
temporarily discontinue the process of rice fortification 
―until a more effective mechanism for delivery of nutrients 
to beneficiaries is identified‖, activists who had challenged 
the scheme in the Supreme Court have welcomed the 
move, and said fortification is not a scientific method to 
curb anaemia. 

  ब                                   श        य     

   य        ब    र          य   य , ― ब         भ    य   

                                    भ                 

            ‖,  ब            म     य                         

  य     ओ          म      ग    य  और        

                       र                 र             

 On Friday, the government announced that it had 
reviewed the implementation of rice fortification under the 
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) 
and other welfare schemes. 

      र                                            

              (PMGKY) और                  ओ  

                     श       य  य      म           

 ―Based on this review, it has been decided to 
temporarily discontinue the process of rice fortification 
under PMGKAY and allied schemes until a more effective 
mechanism for delivery of nutrients to beneficiaries is 
identified,‖ the Food Ministry said, citing a study by the IIT, 
Kharagpur to assess the shelf life of fortified rice kernels 
and fortified rice under actual storage conditions in diverse 
agro climatic zones in the country. 

 ―    म          र  र य      य   य  गय        PMGKY और 

          य    ओ                       श        य     

   य        ब     य     ,  ब         भ    य           

                            भ                             ,‖ 

                 , और IIT    प           य           

  य     म     भ      -             म         भ   र  

  र    य   म                          और         श   
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               य  गय   

 ―The report concludes that factors such as moisture content, storage conditions, 
temperature, relative humidity, and packaging material critically influence their stability 
and shelf life. 

 ― र     म               गय                   ,               ,   प   ,   प         औ  

प                     र         र   और श           ग भ र        भ      र       

 They are susceptible to micronutrient reduction and shortening of shelf life during 
prolonged storage and routine handling. 

   ब   मय           और   म         ग      र     म      प                और          

म   म           भ     र        

 This reduction is rendering the effective shelf life shorter than expected and, in turn, limiting 
the intended nutritional outcomes,‖ the release added. 

 य   म   भ    श                     म  र र      और        र  म           प    

       प              म   र र     ,‖       म       गय   

 The government maintained that the decision does not entail any reduction in foodgrain 
entitlements and will not affect operations under the public distribution system. 

                        य                   म       म         ग  और                

      (PDS)            र      भ           ग   

 Social activist Kavitha Kuruganti said rice fortification is an expensive and ineffective 
intervention, which is unsafe and toxic. 

                                                        श     म  ग  और   भ          

  ,       र    और            

 ―While the government is citing a study to stop this large-scale fortification, we had shown 
much evidence that not all anaemia is linked to iron deficiency, nor is fortification an 
effective solution,‖ she said. 

 ―              ब     म     र          श     र                 य              र     ,  म   

    म                   भ                                        और                  

      भ     म       ,‖             
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01Mar. On this Rare Diseases Day, unspent budget and untreated patients 
remain a concern 

   Rare Diseases Day प            औ        प                            

          

 Nayan was diagnosed with MPS 2, a rare genetic disorder, in 2016. 

        2016 म  MPS 2,                   श        ,                 

 His growth became stunted, and despite his best efforts to stay active and exercise, the 
disease does not let him live a normal life. 

              ग  और    य र          य म  र       य        ब      य                     

                

 ―We had requested ₹1.25 crore from the government but got only ₹50 lakh from the Prime 
Minister‘s Office. 

 ― म            ₹1.25         म  ग                                      ₹50         म    

 That is less than half the amount we need to help Nayan live a normal life,‖ says Jagdish 
Papnai, his father. 

 य     र              भ   म           म                         म  म    र          

         ,‖               श पप ई          

 Alishba Khan, also from Delhi, is in a similar circumstance. 

                    भ       र       र     म      

 Her father, Maqsood Alam, says the seven-year-old with Gaucher disease had begun to 
stabilise with treatment, thanks to the financial aid of ₹50 lakh given through the National 
Policy for Rare Diseases (NPRD). 

                                  श                        ब               र      र 

      ग    ,         र  National Policy for Rare Diseases (NPRD)         म   ₹50     

                    

 When the funding ceiling was crossed in August 2024, Alishba‘s treatment stopped; since 
then, her condition has deteriorated, and even breathing has become difficult, he said. 
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  ब     2024 म                र    ग ,                      गय ;  ब               बग  

ग     और य                    भ          गय      

 On Rare Diseases Day, there is a strange sort of crisis in India. 

 Rare Diseases Day  र      म        ब  र                    म  र       

 A notified policy for rare diseases is in place, there are Centres of Excellence (CoEs) 
established across the country, and a robust budget to assist with treatment. 

                                ,    भर म  Centres of Excellence (CoEs)          और     र म  

   य           य        भ  म         

 However, about ₹271 crore allocated for rare disease patients remains unused, and many 
of the children are quietly but steadily losing their quality of life and hope. 

                                              गभग ₹271       भ  भ                , और    

      र -  र                   औ          र       

 A few children have already died waiting for a resolution. 

          म               र                                      

 ―With the Supreme Court hearing scheduled for March, patients are caught in limbo. 

 ―     म                               ई      र  मर               म              

 We are witnessing the devastating reality of treatment interruptions. 

  म                           र               र       

 Every delay in restarting and sustaining therapy has life-altering consequences. 

     प       र         र   और   र  र    म   र   र                        प               

 We need immediate intervention to ensure continuity of care,― says Saurabh Singh, 
founder of the Rare Disease India Foundation. 

  म   प                         र                   प             ,‖ Rare Disease 

India Foundation                              

 The rare diseases community, which has gained a voice over the years, points out that the 
current situation is completely untenable, particularly because the money actually exists. 

                 ,           म            ब      , ब              म          र   र          

  ,     र             प                      

 For the year 2025–26, ₹299 crore was allocated for rare disease treatment, but as per a 
reply to an RTI application by Manjit Singh, president of the Lysosomal Storage 
Disorders Society, only ₹30.79 crore has been utilised by the NPRD so far. 

     2025–26                   प         ₹299                 ग    ,       Lysosomal 

Storage Disorders Society                     र    यर RTI            र         र  भ  

   NPRD   र       ₹30.79           य ग     ग      

Care halted 

  प        

 ―Nearly 2,000 rare disease patients across India are currently awaiting treatment, including 
around 450 eligible patients with life-threatening Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSD). 

 ―     भर म   गभग 2,000                         मय  प              र र     ,    म   गभग 

450 प                Lysosomal Storage Disorders (LSD)              

 Alarmingly, approximately 100 children who had begun treatment have already exhausted 
the ₹50-lakh funding cap and now face a complete halt in life-saving care, pushing them 
back to square one. 

                 गभग 100    ,             र       य    , ₹50                     म   

 र         और  ब          प    प                  म    र र     ,            र    श      

     म       ग      

 Eight patients have already died while waiting for treatment support,‖ Mr. Singh explained. 

  ठ       प                     र                                    ,‖            ब  य   
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01Mar. Sungudi shimmer 

          श   

 Sungudi sari, a signature styling perfected by Saurashtrians who migrated to Madurai, 
weaves time and tale into every delicate thread. 

             ,                                    र     ब  य           म    र ब  ,  र         ग  म  

 मय और          ब         

 Folklore tells of two handloom weavers who were resting on the banks of the Vaigai river. 

                घ                   ब              ई            र   र म  र र       

 Inspired by the star-spangled night sky, they invented the tie-and-dye motif that has now 
become synonymous with Madurai. 

                        श       र     र          ई-   -  ई                र   य      ब 

          य  य ब           

 This signature styling on traditional cotton saris was awarded the GI tag on December 12, 
2005. 

   र   र                र य             12        2005    GI                  ग   

 Perfected by the Saurashtrian community that had migrated from Gujarat to Madurai in the 
17th century, these iconic saris reveal the artistic and exquisite talent of the weaver. 

 17    श     म                                       र    र        ग  य             य   ब   र    

      और         भ                

 On a base cloth mostly woven with a zari border, artisans painstakingly hand-knot the 
required patterns. 

       र       र         र                  ब           ,   र गर                  म     

             ठ  ग        

 This is then dyed in various shades. 

      ब                   म                

 Later, the knots are untied and after a final wash to remove excess dye, it is starched and 
left to dry in the sun. 

 ब   म     ठ                   और     र  र ग                        ई    ब              य       

   और   प                        य           

 It is then that the sari reveals an intricate design, with some bearing more than 15,000 
quirky white dots. 

  भ                           र     ,    म       र 15,000                               

    

 Now, these breathable garments are a must-have in the wardrobes of both the young and 
the old. 

  ब य                 औ                    म  रय   म       प      ब  ग      

 For a cotton sari to transform into a sungudi, it takes more than 15 days. 

                         म  ब     म  15                मय  ग       

 With prices ranging from ₹500 to even ₹20,000 depending on the thread count, this timeless 
handloom art needs the much-needed nudge to be showcased in international fashion 
shows. 
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               (         )       र  र ₹500    ₹20,000         म       य          

     घ                   श  श  म                                    म  ग  र       

 

01Mar. Mosquitoes began biting hominins 1.8 million years ago: study — 

         18         प                     श       :      

 Between 1992 and 2020, a group of intrepid scientists walked deep into the forests of 
Sundaland, across the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, to collect mosquito 
larvae of 11 species to understand the evolutionary origins of anthropophily, or the 
affinity for humans. 

 1992    2020    ब                          म                 ग    म  ग र      गय ,        

     प,       ,      औ          म         ,               11                        र 

    प                       य                          म       

 In a new paper in Scientific Reports, the researchers have written, ―can provide critical 
insights into mitigating the impacts of novel diseases due to mosquito-borne pathogens.‖ 

 Scientific Reports म                     म         ओ                य    य             

                            ई                                     म                    

 र          

 Every year, mosquito-borne diseases kill more than 6 lakh people worldwide, according to 
the World Health Organization. 

  र                                       य  भर म  6                                र  ब    

  , य             ठ  (WHO)         र     

 But this is hardly new: according to the new study, mosquitoes first began to ‗feed‘ on 
humans, thus transferring disease-causing microbes into their blood in exchange, in the 
Pleistocene epoch around 1.8 million years ago in Southeast Asia. 

       य     ब          :      य          र          प                     प    श       , 

             प                          म         र  म         र   र    ग , य       

             म   गभग 18         प        -प      श   म      

 Today, several species of mosquitoes are highly anthropophilic as well as very efficient 
vectors of human malaria parasites. 

              ई                    प          और              प                  

     भ      

 The malaria-causing mosquito group, including the important vector Anopheles 
leucosphyrus, encompasses around 20 species in South and Southeast Asia, including in 
Northeast India, and each species has different host preferences. 

                                  ,    म  म            Anopheles leucosphyrus    म    , 

     औ      -प      श   म   गभग 20                म   र     ,    म  प           भ  

   म    , और                      प      ग          

 While some feed on non-human animals in forest canopies, such as monkeys, gibbons, 
and orangutans, others feed on humans on the ground, and some on both, according to 
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the study paper. 

   य          र          य           ऊप   छ    (    प ) म  र            -            ,      

    ,      औ  ओ       ,    र         ,  ब            प                      र          

और               

 ―The establishment of anthropophily in multiple species of the group could be attributed to 
the trait evolving independently multiple times following the arrival of anatomically 
modern humans in Southeast Asia 76,000-63,000 years ago,‖ the paper read. 

               र     म              य   म      प           प     भ         र        य  

ग    ई           प             ,  ब        श                         गभग 76,000-

63,000     प        -प      श          

 ―Alternatively, anthropophily may have evolved once in an ancestral species, possibly in 
response to the colonisation of Southeast Asia by early hominins. 

 ―            ,     प        भ         प           म     ब र             ग ,   भ    

                         -प      श       प    श           ब म   

 Conservative estimates place Homo erectus in China at least 1.6-1.7 million years ago 
(Mya), and possibly as long ago as 2.4 Mya. 

                म   ब                          म   म     म 1.6-1.7            प    म        

और   भ    2.4            प       भ   

 However, the timeline of hominin colonisation southwards into Southeast Asia remains 
contentious.‖ 

                 ओ      -प      श                  प    श                 भ  भ  

        ब          

 Later in the Pliocene epoch, open forests transitioned to savannah, forcing terrestrial 
mammals to adapt to new habitats. 

 ब   म              म          ब   र       ब  ग ,                                   

        र          र        

 Now, the abundance of ground-dwelling host species could have triggered an ―adaptive 
evolutionary innovation‖ in the way mosquitoes sought their hosts — and this shift, per 
the paper, could have paved the way to ‗feed‘ on humans. 

  ब      प                                           भ              प                   

      म     ―                        ‖         य  — और    ब          भ              

   प       म ग        य   

 The researchers used phylogenomic tools to analyse the evolution of mosquitoes and 
their preferred hosts. 

        ओ                   प           य ग  र                  और      प       

                     य   

01Mar.Radio whistles are first clear sign of Mars 
lightning 

                    प           प                

 Scientists have reported the first clear evidence of 
lightning on Mars. 

                      प           प                र            

 Using data from NASA‘s MAVEN mission, they detected a 
type of radio wave called a whistler. 

         MAVEN   श                 य ग  र     ,             

  म                                   ग य   

 On Earth, whistlers are created by lightning strikes and 
get their name because they sound like a descending whistle as 
they travel through particles in the atmosphere. 

 प     र,                           ब       और     य    म       

 म                                                             ई 

                           

 The study says a similar electric discharge occurred near 
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the Martian surface, likely generated by electrically charged dust grains during a storm. 

   य          र,      र                                   प     ,      भ             

               प        श                         

 
 
 
01Mar.A small piece of RNA copies itself, hinting at how life began  

            छ                       प         ,               श        
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 Scientists have reported the first evidence of a small RNA molecule that can make copies 
of itself. 

                 छ    RNA                     प          प             र            

 The molecule, dubbed QT45, strengthens RNA‘s case to be the earth‘s first genetic 
material, but doesn‘t prove it. 

           QT45   म   य  गय    ,    प       प          श  प         प    RNA            

म ब    र     ,              ब        र    

 In a 1953 experiment, two scientists named Stanley Miller and Harold Urey attempted to 
recreate the conditions of the early earth long before life existed. 

 1953            म                        और                               ब           

        प       प                  ब         य     य   

 They showed that organic molecules such as amino acids, the building blocks of 
proteins, could form spontaneously in the conditions that prevailed on a primitive earth, 
3.5–4 billion years ago. 

            य                ,              ,                          , 3.5–4         

प            प         र    य   म      ब           

 While the experiment was revolutionary, it did not settle the question of life‘s origins. 

         य   य ग             ,                                           

 Critics pointed out that while amino acids could form, there was still no sign of genetic 
material, i.e. neither DNA nor RNA. 

            ब  य     भ               ब         ,   र भ        श  प                       

  , य    DNA    RNA       

 Living organisms don‘t merely contain proteins: they rely on genetic information encoded 
in DNA or RNA to build them. 

                              र    ब       ब            DNA    RNA                   श  

         र   भ र र        

 Demonstrating that proteins could arise was therefore only part of the story. 

       य                            ,                           

 Importantly, life must be able to produce more life. 

 म                     औ                                        

 For that, a primitive system would need genetic information and also a way to copy that 
information. 

                                 श          और       प                         

  ग   

 This created a problem. 

          म           

 Usually, DNA or RNA stores instructions to make proteins called polymerases. 

  म  र  र DNA    RNA म  प                   ब                       

 These polymerases then copy the DNA or RNA so that, when a cell divides, each new cell 
receives a complete set of genetic information. 

 य  प          र DNA    RNA            ब              ब    श             ,            

          प          श             म       

 It was and remains a classic chicken-or-egg problem. 

 य                                और    भ      

 Then, in the early 1980s, scientists discovered that RNA itself could perform simple 
chemical reactions, including being able to cut and paste pieces of itself. 

   र 1980     श     श     म                 य     RNA                             र 

       ,    म   प                   औ        भ     म      

 This discovery strongly shifted scientists‘ thinking towards the possibility that RNA could 
have been the earliest genetic material on the primitive earth. 

                                    भ        ओर म     य     RNA      प            

              श  प                 

 If a single molecule could both store information and carry out chemical reactions, it could 
bypass the chicken-and-egg problem of needing proteins to copy genetic material. 
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 य                          भ   र     और                    भ   र    ,                

                -             ब           

 However, while scientists have already developed RNA molecules that could build other 
RNA molecules, they still lack an RNA that could copy the information contained within 
itself. 

                             RNA     ब                 RNA     ब          ,        भ  भ      

RNA             प                            प          

 The difficulty was structural. 

  म                

 The RNA enzymes capable of copying other RNA were large and complex, between 150–
300 nucleotides. 

    RNA            ब     म    म RNA            औ         ,    म  150–300            

         

 In trying to fold into their functional shapes, they could not easily serve as templates for 
their own replication. 

                   म  म              म      प                                  म        

     म       र          

 In other words, RNA could help other proteins replicate but couldn‘t self-replicate. 

    र       म , RNA                                                                    

                  

 Now, however, in a paper in Science, scientists from the MRC Laboratory of Molecular 
Biology in the U.K. have reported that they have generated a self-replicating RNA 
molecule. 

  ब Science       म                म          MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology    

             ब  य                                   RNA       य र   य      

 Specifically, the researchers produced a small RNA molecule, just 45 nucleotides long, 
that could copy its own genetic information. 

            ,        ओ     45                    छ    RNA     ब  य      प         श  

                 प              

 To do this, they first sifted through enormous pools of RNA. 

      र                      RNA      श                      

 They repeatedly selected those rare sequences that showed even faint signs of 
replication. 

        ब र-ब र                      य    य     म                       भ             

 This led to the development of QT45. 

      QT45              

 QT45 is, according to the researchers, the world‘s first RNA molecule that can make 
copies of itself. 

        ओ          र QT45           प    RNA                        प              

 However, the self-replication process was extraordinarily slow and required special 
conditions. 

                                            और            श   प                    

    

 Producing a single full-length copy took weeks. 

    प        ई          प ब     म          ग       

 In contrast, modern cellular polymerases can copy 45 nucleotides in less than a second. 

         र             श    प        45                                        

  प              

 Though the difference is dramatic, primitive earth had millions of years. 

            र           ,            प                         

 Even QT45‘s slow copying conditions could realistically have occurred and been 
sustained. 

       QT45                 प          भ       म    भ              और   ब   मय    ब   

र            
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 Modern enzymes add nucleotides one at a time, reading the template and making a new 
complementary chain. 

                 -                           ,                   प           ब         

 QT45 used short three-nucleotide building blocks. 

 QT45       -                छ                      य ग   य   

 It first assembled a complementary negative strand, then used that as the template to 
reproduce the original copy. 

 य          प                   ब        और   र                  प                    

   म    य ग  र       

 The most striking feature of QT45 RNA was that it was imperfect. 

 QT45 RNA     ब         य         य        य  प                    

 Its copying accuracy was only about 92–94%. 

        प                      92–94%     

 This means it makes mistakes when replicating genetic information. 

                य        श                                                

 Every mistake creates variation, and variations are the raw material for natural 
selection. 

  र                         , और                                       

 While the development of QT45 RNA is a breakthrough, it does not prove RNA was the 
first genetic material. 

         QT45 RNA                प            ,       य  य            र      RNA 

प          श  प         

 QT45 only shows that self-replicating RNA can exist. 

 QT45      य                                      RNA                     

 It also suggests that this could be the way life on earth first began. 

 य  य  भ                   प    प          श              ई             

 The exact manner in which life originated may remain lost to history forever. 

                              य     श                                    

 But discoveries like QT45 show that inert matter can begin to behave like life. 

       QT45                              प                                         

 At the heart of it, it‘s just chemistry slowly learning to remember itself. 

 म         य                             -                                 
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01Mar.The Inverse Law of AI: how capital rises as responsibility falls 

   ई            :      प                         घ       

 If one were to map the trajectory of global AI governance, the geographic markers would tell 
a story of diminishing caution. 

 य               ई श    (AI governance)            म      ब   ,    भ ग            

                         ब    ग   

 When I covered the Responsible AI in Military (REAIM) summit in The Hague in 2023, it 
was a gathering defined by a sombre gravity, where nations convened to discuss the military 
applications of artificial intelligence and the urgent need for a ―responsible‖ framework. 

  ब म    2023 म        म   य     Responsible AI in Military (REAIM)  श              र 

  य ,    य     ग भ र म                  ,      र                  (Artificial Intelligence)    

      य ग और    ―       ‖                       र       र                     

 The mood was one of containment. 

 म            (containment)        

 Since then, the diplomatic caravan has moved through Bletchley Park, Seoul, and Paris, 
finally arriving recently at the AI Impact Summit in India. 

  ब    र    य  य          प   ,      , और प           र ग  र  और        म       म   य     

AI Impact Summit           

 But something fundamental has shifted along the route. 

          य         र       म  भ   ब            

 I‘d like to map this shift through an Index that I‘ll call the ―Responsibility Index‖ — a measure 
of how much weight safety and ethics carry versus speed and scale. 

 म     ब                      म  म     म         ग       म  ―Responsibility Index‖         

— य  म                 (safety) और         (ethics)          म      (speed) और       

(scale)          म     य     र       

 On this index, safety is declining, and big money is on the rise. 

            म           र      और     प     (big money) ब  र       

 The recent proceedings in India confirm this distinct transition: the era of wondering if we 
should build certain things has been definitively replaced by the race to see how fast we can 
fund them. 

      म                        र              र     : य             र     म           ब     

      य      ,  ब           ब   गय         म                      प     (fund)  र          

 The India summit serves as a microcosm for this global pivot. 

          श                    र                        र       

 While the rhetoric of ―safety‖ is still included in press releases, the atmosphere has changed. 

                  य   म   भ  भ  ―     ‖    ब      म         ,       म     ब            

 The conversation has moved from the philosophical concerns of researchers to the logistical 
demands of industrialists. 

      श      ओ                  ओ        र     प               र  म  ग      ओर     ग      

 In The Hague, the stars of the show were ethicists, diplomats, and military strategists 
concerned with the laws of war. 

       म              म                   (ethicists),         (diplomats) और     

          (military strategists)                            र            

 In the current cycle, the spotlight has been hijacked by the check-writers. 

    म     र म          श            (check-writers)             म       य      

 The ―big money‖ has effectively eclipsed the ―deep talent.‖ 

 ―    प     (big money)‖     भ          ―           (deep talent)‖               य      

 This overshadowing of talent by capital is a crucial distinction. 

       (talent)  र प     (capital)                 म          र     

 In the early days of the generative AI wave — which feels like decades ago but was only 
2022 — the power lay with the architects of the technology. 

           ई (generative AI)             र —          र     ग                 म       

2022       —     मय                म    ओ             
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 The authors of the ‗Attention Is All You Need‘ paper or the early teams at DeepMind held 
the leverage because they possessed the rare cognitive surplus required to birth these 
models. 

 ‗Attention Is All You Need‘               य  DeepMind             म   भ                 

            म         ब                     भ ब      म       

 Today, the barrier to entry is no longer just genius; it is a GDP-sized capital expenditure. 

            ब               (genius)      र  ग    ; ब   य      प            प         श 

(GDP-sized capital expenditure) ब  गय      

 When the primary requirement for relevance shifts from brainpower to computing power, 
the incentives shift from scientific rigour to return on investment. 

  ब म        र      म                श   (brainpower)             श   

(computing power) म  ब          ,           भ           ठ     (scientific rigour)        श 

प      (return on investment)    ओर ब            

 Nothing illustrates this commoditisation of intelligence quite like the rhetoric emerging from 
the industry‘s figureheads like Sam Altman, chief of OpenAI and the face of this AI 
revolution. 

         (intelligence)       ब   र  र                                      ग     म   

   र        Sam Altman,    OpenAI     म      और                    र    ,    बय    

 On the sidelines of India‘s AI summit, Mr. Altman compared the energy use of massive data 
centres to the cost of training a single human being for twenty years. 

         AI  श              र  ,    ऑ म                        (data centres)             

                     ब                  र        ग         

 Such a comparison should have stopped the industry in its tracks, yet it barely registered a 
blip. 

                 ग       र        र म ब र              ,             गभग       र      

     

 His statement is profound, and it suggests a worldview where biological intelligence and 
synthetic intelligence are merely competing line items on a balance sheet. 

      बय   ग र     और य                                          (biological intelligence) 

और               (synthetic intelligence)      ब                   म  ब           

 If a data centre can produce an equivalent cognitive output for a fraction of the time and 
money it takes to raise, educate, and train a human, the market will inevitably choose the 
silicon option. 

 य                     मय और   ग                  म      ब       र  म                  

             -     ,        र   और         र   म   ग     ,    ब   र      य                

            ग   

 When human development is viewed as an inefficient trade-off compared to GPU clusters, 
the ―responsibility‖ to protect human-centric systems naturally erodes. 

  ब GPU                म  म                         (inefficient trade-off) म         

  ,    म   -           य      र    र      ―        ‖   भ            म             

 The goal ceases to be augmenting human capability and shifts toward rendering the 
―expensive‖ human obsolete for the sake of margin. 

                       (augmenting human capability)       र ―म  ग ‖ म       

         (obsolete) ब        ओर                             ब       

 This is why the Responsibility Index is falling. 

 य     र        Responsibility Index  गर र       

 Responsibility is expensive. 

          म  ग           

 It requires friction, audits, pauses, and the occasional decision to not release a product. 

             -    (friction),     ,      , और  भ - भ                          य      

         

 In the frantic atmosphere of the India summit, and the preceding summits in Paris and 
Seoul, friction is the enemy. 

     , प    , और             र                म     म     -    (friction)         म       

र       
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 The focus has turned entirely to infrastructure — energy grids, chip fabrication, and data 
sovereignty. 

       र   र           — ऊ       ,   प       , और              —  र          गय      

 The questions are no longer about the morality of the algorithm, but about the ownership 
of the pipe it travels through. 

  ब                           ब र  म       ब                           ब र  म           

   ग  र       

 We have officially entered the industrialisation phase of AI. 

  म       र          ई    औ            म        र          

 Just as the industrial revolution eventually stopped worrying about the craftsmanship of the 
individual weaver and focused on the output of the loom, the AI revolution is moving past 
the ―craft‖ of responsible coding to the brute force of scaling laws. 

      औ                        ग                            र   घ            र     

        य ,      र    ई       भ                            ग  ब  र                   

 र          र       

 The Hague‘s REAIM summit felt like a warning; the summits feel like a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for a runaway train. 

        RE AIM  श                          ग    ;        ब       र                  

                       म र         ग       

 As the heavy Marhinery of global capital locks into place, the voices calling for a pause or a 
safety check are becoming quieter, drowned out by the hum of cooling fans in billion-dollar 
data centres. 

     -           प        भ र  म   र           र     ,      य                म  ग  र              

  म          र      और                              ग    म   ब र       

 The technology is getting smarter, but the wisdom guiding its deployment seems to be 
depreciating with every new summit. 

                         र     ,              य ग    म ग       र                 र    

   र                              र       

01Mar. Why do so many flowers have five 
petals? 

      ई          प    प                ? 

 — Ajith Kizhakkethil 

 —               

 Many flowers are indeed pentamerous — but across 
flowering plants as a whole, the petal number varies widely. 

             म  प        (प            )         —        म  

      प     प     म  प                 ब    भ           

 Monocots often have flower parts in threes. 

           म    र                        म           

 Eudicots have four or five. 

           म         प    भ ग          

 Many species have fused petals, others have several 
petals, and yet others lack them altogether. 

             म  प               ई        ,     म     प              

   और     म  य   ब                

 In the flower bud, new organs begin as small bumps 
on a ring of tissue, and the eventual number is equal to the number of slots this tissue lays 
down in a whorl, given its size and shape and the organs‘ spacing needs. 

            म         ऊ   (tissue)         य   र   र     र                   म           

  , और     म             (slots)            बर बर            य            (whorl) म  

ब       ,             -     और                              र   भ र  र       

 Early in the evolution of angiosperms, different major clades ‗opted‘ for different numbers 
of slots. 
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                               र  म     भ   म              ग-  ग                  

‗    ‘  

 The monocots typically evolved three slots per whorl. 

           म    म                               

 The eudicots opted for four to five per whorl. 

                            प               य   

 Importantly, the plant‘s genes only control the dynamics of growth. 

 म            , प                            श          य      र       

 For example, if the meristem — i.e. the population of undifferentiated cells that develop into 
new tissues per the plant‘s needs — is bigger, more organs form with more parts. 

     र        , य           —                   श  ओ         ब                      

        र    ऊ     म                 —            ,                               ब        

 If an organ develops sooner, it will have more time to initiate its parts, leading to more of 
them. 

 य                             ,                        र भ  र                    म  ग , 

                           ग   

 

GS Paper III: Environment, 

TOPICS COVERED   01 March 2026 

01Mar Nine Botswana cheetahs released into Kuno park 

     प                          छ       
 

01Mar. Nine Botswana 
cheetahs released into Kuno 
park 

      प                          

छ       

 India‘s total cheetah 
population touches 48; this is the 
third batch of big cats to be 
brought from Africa as part of a 
reintroduction programme; 21 of 
these animals had died at the 
national park 

                           48    

प    ;    प      श               

                               

            ;         21              

                  । 

 In a major boost to India‘s 
cheetah reintroduction programme, 
nine cheetahs, translocated from 
Botswana, were released into their 
enclosures at the Kuno National Park 
(KNP) in Madhya Pradesh on 
Saturday by Union Minister for 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change Bhupender Yadav. 

 भ र          प      श               

             ,                ग     

              र          श         

  श   प    (KNP) म       ब     म  

      प      ,    औ         
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प              प          र       गय   

 With the release of the six females and three males, the total cheetah population in India 
has gone up to 48. 

 छ       और                               भ र  म                    ब  र 48    ग      

 Of them, 28 are Indian-born cubs and 20 are adults translocated from African nations as 
part of the Union government‘s Project Cheetah. 

   म     28             श       और 20             श               ,         र  र    

                       

 Mr. Yadav said that this was the third batch of cheetahs to arrive from an African nation 
after the first batch of eight big cats from Namibia in September 2022, and another 12 
from South Africa in February 2023. 

                य          श                                  ,                  2022    

             ठ         , और       2023                  12          ग      

 ―We have had many challenges in this project such as their immunity and survival and 
helping them adapt to the local habitat. 

 ―     रय     म   म                    म    र                                 औ        

                                         

 But our forest officials, the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), our veterinarians and 
scientists here at Kuno, and especially locals from nearby areas around Kuno by 
becoming ‗cheetah mitra‘ worked to preserve cheetahs in this region,‖ the Union Minister 
said. 

        म र            ,                    (WII), य         म   म र  पश         औ  

       , और                       प               ,    ‗        ‘ ब  ,               म  

           र     र            म   य ,‖                    

 The nine cheetahs had been officially donated to India during President Droupadi 
Murmu‘s visit to Botswana in November last year and had been in quarantine at the 
African nation‘s Mokolodi nature reserve. 

 य                                 प     प                              र         र        

                ग     और                                      म          म  र   गय      

 They were airlifted by the Indian Air Force (IAF) to the Gwalior Air Base, and were further 
flown to the KNP on two IAF helicopters. 

                      (IAF)   र                             य  गय  और   र    IAF 

                     श   प         य  गय   

 Kuno field director and Project Cheetah director Uttam Kumar Sharma told The Hindu 
that the cheetahs will undergo a mandatory quarantine for minimum one month in 
quarantine bomas or special enclosures at the KNP. 

                  और                   श            श                  ब  य              

       श   प    म               य    श         म   म     म                               र  

 र     ग   

Continuous monitoring 

                

 ―Tracking collars have been put around their necks. 

 ―          म                ग   ग      

 We have formed special teams consisting of two veterinarians and other staff members 
who will visit the big cats twice a day to monitor their health and how they are adapting to 
local conditions,‖ Mr. Sharma said. 

  म     श        ब          म     पश         औ                म    ,        म     ब र     

                  र          और       प                          गर     र ग ,‖ श       

     

 Since the beginning of the ambitious programme, 21 cheetahs — nine translocated 
adults and 12 Indian-born cubs — had died at Kuno from various causes. 

                                  ब    21      —                  और 12         

    श    —                                     
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 Asked about any changes to the staff‘s approach now, Mr. Sharma said, ―We have learnt 
a lot of things in the past three-and-a-half years. 

  ब  म    रय                              ब र  म       गय ,    श          , ―                   

म   म   ब                

 Our staff have done this in the past and know the whole procedure. 

  म र               भ  य    म  र         और प                    

 We are an experienced team.‖ 

  म                  ‖ 

 Apart from the 45 cheetahs at Kuno, three translocated adults are at the Gandhi Sagar 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh‘s Mandsaur and Neemuch districts. 

         45               ,                              श           औ             म  

                            म      

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)   

TOPICS COVERED   01 March 2026 

01Mar Centuries-old Hindu temple in Kasaragod hosts iftar in gesture of religious 
harmony 

                   प                                             प                
 

 

01Mar. Centuries-old Hindu temple in Kasaragod hosts iftar in gesture of 
religious harmony 

                   प                                             प         

       

 In a notable act of communal harmony, a temple in Kasaragod, Kerala recently hosted a 
community iftar in its courtyard. 
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                           य     र  म ,                 म     म   र           म       

   ग  म    म    य           य      य   

 The Sree Poobanam Kuzhi Temple at Panayal near Bekal organised the gathering on 
Thursday, which was attended by around 200 people. 

         प   प            प                   ग    र         य  म     य      य ,    म  

 गभग 200          भ ग   य   

 The iftar, where participants shared a meal within the temple premises, highlighting local 
unity, was part of the Brahmakalashotsavam marking the reconsecration of the temple‘s 
deities. 

 य      ,    म     भ  गय            प        भ  र भ           य  और     य             य , 

म   र         ओ     प                    र            श                

 ―Our aim was to strengthen communal harmony. 

 ― म र                        म ब    र       

 Muslims live around the temple and have always been very helpful to us. 

 म   र                र       और     म     म र  ब      य    र   र       

 As they were observing the Ramzan fast, they could not participate in the annadanam 
(community feast) held as part of the temple‘s reconsecration festival. 

                        र  र     ,          म   र    प                            म   य     

       (              ) म  भ ग              

 As a gesture of inclusion and goodwill, a community iftar was organised,‖ said V. 
Chandran, chairman of the temple programme committee. 

      श  औ                       म    म    य           य      य  गय ,‖     म   र    

                      .              

 On Thursday morning, an interfaith conference set the tone. 

 ग    र   ब                         म                  

 By evening, the temple courtyard had turned into a space of shared fasting and fellowship. 

   म                             औ    ई            म  ब   गय   

 Sajid Mavval, a resident, said that the iftar held in the temple courtyard had helped 
strengthen communal harmony. 

                                म   र       ग  म   य                              

म ब    र   म  म          

Unique experience 

    ठ        

 ―The temple has been there for centuries, and this was the first time that an iftar was 
organised there. 

 ―य  म   र                म        और य  प            ब               य      य  गय   

 We were fortunate to experience something that even our forefathers never had the 
opportunity to witness,‖ Mr. Mavval added. 

  म भ              म                 भ    य        म र  प          भ              र      

 म  ,‖                  

 


